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should be attached to franchises in order to obtain certain results, and 
he is always on his guard against unforeseen turns in the operation of 
corporations under their legal privileges. While on the whole favor- 
able to municipal ownership, he is fully aware of the difficulties of 
securing and retaining expert public servants. Moreover, he is con- 
versant with the ways of politicians, and does not imagine that the 
adoption of public operation would produce in them any sudden change 
of heart. He believes rather that the march of events is preparing the 
instruments of governmental efficiency ; that, inasmuch as public con- 
trol is now a recognized and imperative necessity and is penetrating 
into every corner of the physical operations of utility concerns, the 
municipal experts will come in due time, and the transition from pri- 
vate to municipal operation will be made without bringing in its train 
the evils of mismanagement often associated with public business. 
Whoever would quarrel with this statement of principles or the mass 
of facts which accompany it must needs have more space than can be 
allotted to a reviewer ; but it may be said with certainty that Dr. Wil- 
cox has broken the way for the education of the public in franchise 
matters and has rendered to the student, citizen and municipal states- 
man a service beyond all calculation. 

C. A. B. 

The Greek Commonwealth : Politics and Economics in Fifth- 
Century Athens. By Alfred E. Zimmern. Oxford, Clarendon 
Press, 1911. — 454 pp. 

The author of this work is a lecturer at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. The greater part of it was written 
during his residence in Greece as an associate of the British School at 
Athens. The local coloring and much of the geographical material, ac- 
cordingly, come from personal acquaintance with the country. Pages 
13-51 are devoted to geography, 54-204 to politics, and 207-413 to 
economics. About half the book is all economic and the remainder is 
mostly economic. " It is now generally admitted," Mr. Zimmern ex- 
plains, 

that neither an individual nor a nation can be properly understood with- 
out a knowledge of their surroundings and means of support — in other 
words, of their geographical and economic conditions. This doctrine, 
obvious though it seems to-day, was somewhat slow in winning acceptance 
in connexion with the study of ancient Greece. The traditions of classical 
learning and the lack of relevant evidence combined to keep Greek 
scholars out of touch with newer methods of social inquiry. But during 
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the last two generations, thanks mainly to the archaeologists, this defect 
has been steadily repaired; and we now possess, and are entitled to draw 
conclusions from, a large and increasing mass of information about the 
economic side of Greek life. It is this accumulation of new evidence 
which, more than any other single cause, distinguishes the Greece of 
modern scholarship from the Greece of Grote and our grandfathers. 

This new material has been made available mainly by the labors of 
French scholars, among whom Guiraud, Francotte and Cavaignac are 
perhaps the most eminent. In popularizing it and in applying it to the 
study of political conditions, Mr. Zimmern has performed a most valu- 
able service for students of ancient Greek life. At the same time he 
takes into account the limitation of economics as a historical force. 
The aims and ideals of the Greeks were different from ours. The no- 
tion that we can apply our philosophy of life to the explanation of Greek 
history, as Ferrero attempted to apply it in the field of Roman history, 
is, to speak mildly, unscientific. We must permit the Greeks to ex- 
plain their own life. Although in theory Mr. Zimmern recognizes this 
fact, he is in practice excessively inclined to modernize, as when, for 
example, he pictures the Athenian citizen regretting that he had not 
stopped for a mixed drink on his way to the assembly. 

Most charming features of the work are a vivid style, picturesqueness, 
a portrayal of the Athenian people as creatures of flesh and blood, of 
feeling and habit. In these qualities it is unique. To all but the spe- 
cialist it will be useful, too, in pointing out new sources of information. 
On the other hand, it is not especially profound or original or reliable 
or balanced in judgment or true in its perspective to the general course 
of Greek history. With these reservations the book may be heartily 

commended. 

G. W. B. 

Socialism and The Ethics of Jesus. By HENRY C. VEDDER. 
New York, The Macmillan Company, 19 12 — 527 pp. 

In this excellent and well-balanced treatise, Professor Vedder deals 
with socialism in the time of the Reformation; the beginnings of 
socialism in France ; German socialism ; anarchy ; socialism in Eng- 
land; socialism in America; and, in a closing series of chapters, with 
the principles of socialism as they are related to Christianity and the 
church. The author knows the literature, and is objective and calm 
in his critical judgments. His summary of the so-called " socialism " 
of the Reformation period is timely and admirable. He is perhaps a 
little hard upon the Moravian communists (rather than socialists) 



